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2023  
CONNECTICUT STUDENT 

WRITERS CONTEST STUDENT AWARDS 
Thanks to all the students and their teachers who submitted pieces for the 2023 

Connecticut Student Writers contest.  They are all winners because they are developing 
as writers, and they are on their way to being productive and successful young people.  
Special congratulations go to the students listed in the table below who received 
Platinum, Gold, Silver, and Honorable Mention (HM) awards in the 2023 Connecticut 
Student Writers contest.  The table is sorted by grade level, genre, and award category.  
All Platinum award winners are published in the 2023 Connecticut Student Writers 
magazine.  Connecticut Student Writers magazines are available online on the 
Connecticut Writing Project Website.  
 

Student Name School 
Name 

School 
City/Town 

 Teacher 
Name 

Gr Genre Title of 
Submission 

Award 

Logan Bugbee Mansfield 
Elementary 

Vinton 
Campus 

Mansfield Marcy 
Rudge 

K Art City Sunset HM 

Reese Clukey Mansfield 
Elementary 

Vinton 
Campus 

Mansfield 
Center 

Marcy 
Rudge 

K Art A safari  Platinum 

Ivan Jiang Mansfield 
Elementary 

Vinton 
Campus 

Mansfield 
Center  

Marcy 
Rudge 

K Art Happy 
Chinese 

New Year  

Platinum 

Alice 
Gajewski 

Mansfield 
Elementary 

Vinton 
Campus 

Mansfield 
Center  

Marcy 
Rudge 

K Fiction My Elf Ell Platinum 
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City/Town 
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Submission 

Award 

Reese Clukey Mansfield 
Elementary 

Vinton 
Campus 

Mansfield 
Center  

Marcy 
Rudge 

K Poetry My First 
Cruise Ship 

Vacation 

Platinum 

Otto Green Mansfield 
Elementary 

Vinton 
Campus 

Mansfield 
Center  

Marcy 
Rudge 

K Poetry Yeti, My 
New Puppy 

Platinum 

Ruby Wilson Hopwell 
Elementary 

South 
Glastonbury 

Mrs. 
Colleen 

Rich 

1 Art My Little 
Pony 

Platinum 

John Zuccon Tootin' 
Hills 

Elementary 

West 
Simbury 

Mrs. Ashley 
Neller 

1 Art My Dog 
Chester 

Platinum 

Ava Novak Tootin' 
Hills 

Elementary 

West 
Simsbury 

Ashley 
Neller 

1 Fiction Football 
Game 

HM 

Oliver 
Rodriguez 

Anna 
Reynolds 

Elementary 
School 

Newington Mrs. Byron 1 Fiction The Mystery 
Bus Ride 

HM 

Shrijani 
Sundaravadiv

el 

Latimer 
Lane 

Elementary 
School 

Weatogue Jill Duarte 1 Fiction Nutrition vs 
Junks 

Platinum 

Ruby Wilson Hopwell 
Elementary 

South 
Glastonbury 

Mrs. 
Colleen 

Rich 

1 Fiction Hockey Platinum 



2023 Connecticut Writing Project CT Student Writers Contest Winners – Page  3 

Student Name School 
Name 

School 
City/Town 

 Teacher 
Name 
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Submission 
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John Jack 
Latin 

Tootin' 
Hills 

Elementary 

West 
Simsbury 

Ashley 
Neller 

1 Non-
Fiction 

How To 
Pick Out A 
Christmas 

Tree 

HM 

Ava Novak Tootin' 
Hills 

Elementary 

West 
Simsbury 

Ashley 
Neller 

1 Non-
Fiction 

Seals Platinum 

Ellison Lynch Squadron 
Line 

Elementary  

Simsbury Kara 
Maslar 

1 Poetry Snowflakes HM 

Zachary 
Wilkosz 

Anna 
Reynolds 

Elementary 
School 

Newington Mrs. 
Melissa 
Bornas 

1 Poetry Fixing with 
Dad 

Platinum 

Nathaniel 
Dean 

Latimer 
Lane 

Elementary 
School 

Weatogue Deborah 
Driscoll 

2 Art Here is 
Everywhere 

HM 

Samuel 
Gonzalez 

Anna 
Reynolds 

Elementary 
School 

Newington Mr Jeffrey 
Helming 

2 Art A Portrait of 
President 
Theodore 
Roosevelt 

HM 

Alena 
Laukaitis 

Franklin 
Elementary 

School 

North 
Franklin  

Mrs. 
Kimberly 

Kreft 

2 Art Flower HM 

NAISHA 
VARMA 

CREC 
Academy of 
Internationa

l Studies 
Elementary 

School 

South 
Windsor 

Kelly 
Palaia 

2 Art Cat on the 
fence 

Platinum 
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School 
City/Town 
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Gr Genre Title of 
Submission 

Award 

Mihin 
Witharana 

Mansfield 
Elementary 

School  

Mansfield 
Center  

Kim Ruiz 2 Art Eastern 
Newt 

Platinum 

Vera Briggs Anna 
Reynolds 

Elementary 
School 

Newington Jeffrey 
Helming 

2 Fiction Ash, Karlos 
and the 
Turkey 

HM 

Safiya Gabr Tootin' 
Hills 

Elementary 

West 
Simsbury 

Silvie 
Fluckiger 

2 Fiction Fiction- 
Narrative 

HM 

Natalie 
Olszewski 

Anna 
Reynolds 

Elementary 
School 

Newington Jeff 
Helming 

2 Fiction Maya gets a 
pet cat 

HM 

Vera Briggs Anna 
Reynolds 

Elementary 
School 

Newington Jeffrey 
Helming 

2 Fiction The 
Haunted 

House 

Platinum 

Alexandra 
Chavez 

Anna 
Reynolds 

Elementary 
School 

Newington Jeff 
Helming 

2 Fiction Lost in the 
Dark 

Silver 

Rowan Burke Squadron 
Line 

Elementary  

Simsbury Maureen 
Billings 

2 Non-
Fiction 

The Hike 
Surprise 

HM 

Amber Gao Glastonbur
y East 

Hartford 
Magnet 
School 

Glastonbury, 
CT 

Todd 
Aviles 

2 Non-
Fiction 

The 
Wedding 

Trip 

HM 
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Submission 

Award 

Violet 
Spinnato 

Franklin 
Elementary 

School  

North 
Franklin 

Mrs. 
Kimberly 

Kreft 

2 Non-
Fiction 

Great Wolf 
Lodge 

Adventure 

HM 

Sade Winkler Glastonbur
y East 

Hartford 
Magnet 
School 

Glastonbury, 
CT 

Ana 
Serrano-
Stanco 

2 Non-
Fiction 

Thanksgivin
g  

HM 

Abdulmonem 
Alsitt 

Anna 
Reynolds 

Elementary 
School 

Newington Jeffrey 
Helming 

2 Non-
Fiction 

2 Platinum 

Vera Briggs Anna 
Reynolds 

Elementary 
School 

Newington Jeffrey 
Helming 

2 Non-
Fiction 

All About 
Axolotls 

Platinum 

Frazier 
Ingram 

Squadron 
Line 

Elementary  

Simsbury Maureen 
Billings  

2 Non-
Fiction 

All About 
Dancing 

Platinum 

Hazel 
McCarthy 

Buttonball 
Lane 

Elementary 

Glastonbury Patricia 
West 

2 Non-
Fiction 

Riding a 
Bike 

Platinum 

Samuel 
Gonzalez 

Anna 
Reynolds 

Elementary 
School 

Newington Mr Jeffrey 
Helming 

2 Non-
Fiction 

John Adams, 
Our Second 

President 

Silver 

Lily Shelto Buttonball 
Lane 

Elementary 

Glastonbury Patricia 
West 

2 Non-
Fiction 

How to Get 
Ready for 

Bed 

Silver 
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City/Town 

 Teacher 
Name 

Gr Genre Title of 
Submission 

Award 

Emma Tang Buttonball 
Lane 

Elementary 

Glastonbury Patricia 
West 

2 Non-
Fiction 

How to 
Build a 

Snowman 

Silver 

NAISHA 
VARMA 

CREC 
Academy of 
Internationa

l Studies 
Elementary 

School 

South 
Windsor 

Kelly 
Palaia 

2 Non-
Fiction 

Trip to Great 
Wolf Lodge 

Silver 

Lillian Ogle Squadron 
Line 

Elementary  

Simsbury Maureen 
Billings 

2 Poetry I Fell HM 

Harrison 
Kons 

Squadron 
Line 

Elementary  

Simsbury Mrs. 
Maureen 
Billings 

2 Poetry Halloween 
Night 

Platinum 

Kayla 
McGrath 

Squadron 
Line 

Elementary  

SIMSBUR
Y 

Maureen 
Billings 

2 Poetry I Feel 
Glorious 

Silver 

Lilianna 
Cistulli 

Anna 
Reynolds 

Elementary 
School 

Newington Mrs. 
Vansoest 

3 Art Love Birds 
in the 

Woods 

HM 

Lilianna 
Cistulli 

Anna 
Reynolds 

Elementary 
School 

Newington Mrs. 
Vansoest 

3 Art Love Birds 
in the 

Woods 

HM 

Sofia Jones Wells Road 
Intermediat

e School 

Granby Kristy 
Lankford 

3 Art Story 
Weaving 

HM 
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Name 

School 
City/Town 

 Teacher 
Name 

Gr Genre Title of 
Submission 

Award 

Anshika 
Nigam 

Thames 
River 

magnet 
school  

Groton Elizabeth 
Cefaratti 

3 Art Show the 
Light, Shine 
the Light, Be 

the Light 

HM 

Robert 
Perlmutter 

Anna 
Reynolds 

Elementary 
School 

Newington  Mrs 
Jennifer 
Fichman 

3 Art Oh Deer! 
What A 

Beautiful 
Sunset 

HM 

Lily Wilson Hopwell 
Elementary 

South 
Glastonbury 

Ms. 
Janeleen 
Negron 

3 Art Tiger HM 

Anna Barton     Kayla 
Barton  

3 Art The Prettiest 
Night  

Platinum 

Meghan 
Cernak 

Wells Road 
Intermediat

e School 

Granby Kristy 
Lankford 

3 Art Under the 
Sea 

Platinum 

Anshika 
Nigam 

Thames 
River 

Magnet 
School 

Groton Elizabeth 
Cefaratti 

3 Art Show the 
Light, Shine 
the Light, Be 

the Light 

Platinum 

Camryn 
Lentocha 

Buttonball 
Lane 

Elementary 

Glastonbury Amanda 
Thibodeau 

3 Fiction Pasta 
Paradise 

HM 

Reilly O'Neill Anna 
Reynolds 

Elementary 
School 

Newington Jonas 
Roberts 

3 Fiction Pizza Diaries HM 
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Name 

School 
City/Town 

 Teacher 
Name 

Gr Genre Title of 
Submission 

Award 

Anna 
Sturdevant 

Central 
School 

Simsbury Steven 
Petrella 

3 Fiction The Watery 
Cave 

HM 

Kayleigh 
Buoniconti 

Tootin' 
Hills 

Elementary 

West 
Simsbury  

Mrs Jacobs 3 Fiction The 
Typewriter 

Mystery  

Platinum 

Peyton Pintoff Squadron 
Line 

Elementary  

Simsbury, 
CT  

Nicole 
Harold  

3 Fiction The Mystery 
at the Zoo 

Silver 

Evany Prell Anna 
Reynolds 

Elementary 
School 

Newington Jonas 
Roberts 

3 Fiction The 
Dragonets 

and the 
Island of 

Death 

Silver 

Mia Sabella Anna 
Reynolds 

Elementary 
School 

Newington Rebecca 
VanSoest 

3 Fiction I’m 
Watching 

Silver 

Elizabeth 
Shannon 

Buttonball 
Lane 

Elementary 

Glastonbury Amanda 
Thibodeau 

3 Fiction Girly World Silver 

Adrian 
Hernandez 

Buttonball 
Lane 

Elementary 

Glastonbury Amanda 
Thibodeau 

3 Non-
Fiction 

My Favorite 
Restaurants 

HM 

Avelyn 
Willerton 

Wells Road 
Intermediat

e School 

Granby Jim 
Whitten 

3 Non-
Fiction 

"Trip to the 
Game" 

HM 
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City/Town 

 Teacher 
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Gr Genre Title of 
Submission 

Award 

Alexander 
Wolfe-

Walkow 

Buttonball 
Lane 

Elementary 

Glastonbury Amanda 
Thibodeau 

3 Non-
Fiction 

How to 
Write a Book 

HM 

Stella Macio Squadron 
Line 

Elementary  

Simsbury Ms. Harold 3 Non-
Fiction 

Parade Platinum 

Angela Meng South 
Elementary 

School 

New Canaan Joanna 
Scrima  

3 Non-
Fiction 

Lunar New 
Year 

Platinum 

Reilly O'Neill Anna 
Reynolds 

Elementary 
School 

Newington Jonas 
Roberts 

3 Non-
Fiction 

Titanic Platinum 

Oliver (Ollie) 
Reid 

Squadron 
Line 

Elementary  

Simsbury Nicole 
Harold 

3 Non-
Fiction 

The Big Fish Platinum 

Anna Shin Tootin' 
Hills 

Elementary 

West 
Simsbury 

Mrs. 
Michele 

Holcomb 

3 Non-
Fiction 

The 
Adventures 

in 
Breckenridg

e 

Platinum 

Emerson 
Brandt 

Squadron 
Line 

Elementary  

Simsbury Kelley 
Hodgson 

3 Non-
Fiction 

Diabetes, 
and My Life. 

Silver 

Emily Bycoski Wells Road 
Intermediat

e School 

Granby Jim 
Whitten 

3 Non-
Fiction 

Minecraft Silver 
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City/Town 
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Name 

Gr Genre Title of 
Submission 

Award 

Abigail Paul Anna 
Reynolds 

Elementary 
School 

Newington Mrs. 
Voisine 

3 Non-
Fiction 

The Best 
Vacation 

Spot 

Silver 

Isaac Sullivan Wells Road 
Intermediat

e School 

Granby Jim 
Whitten 

3 Non-
Fiction 

The 
Birthday 

Trip 

Silver 

Hayley Batoh Tariffville 
Elementary 

Tariffville Mary 
Drinan 

3 Poetry Months of 
the Year 

Silver 

Amelia 
Whitlow 

Wells Road 
Intermediat

e School 

Granby Kristy 
Lankford 

4 Art Dog 
Mermaid 
Alebrije 

HM 

Reagan 
Parker 

Wells Road 
Intermediat

e School 

Granby Kristy 
Lankford 

4 Art Outer Space  Platinum 

Aniela Raucci Macdonoug
h 

Elementary  

Middletown Mr. Ferrero 4 Art Sunrise in 
the Suburbs 

Platinum 

Samarth 
Swain 

Anna 
Reynolds 

Elementary 
School  

Newington  Ms. 
Meredith 
Faenza 

4 Art Natural 
Beauty 

Platinum 

Gemma 
Capone 

Anna 
Reynolds 

Elementary 
School 

Newington Jaime 
Laferriere 

4 Fiction The 
Adventures 
of Loomy 

HM 
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City/Town 

 Teacher 
Name 

Gr Genre Title of 
Submission 

Award 

Yandi 
Castaneda 

Glastonbur
y East 

Hartford 
Magnet 
School 

Glastonbury, 
CT 

Deborah 
Saunders 

4 Fiction The Game! HM 

Antonia 
Cauley 

Hopwell 
Elementary 

South 
Glastonbury 

Stacey 
Stone 

4 Fiction That's Just 
Life 

HM 

Willa Drais Weston 
Intermediat

e School 

Weston CT Shelby 
Jackson 

4 Fiction The Story of 
Ava Walsh 

HM 

Monalika 
Ganeshanand 

Glastonbur
y East 

Hartford 
Magnet 
School 

Glastonbury, 
CT 

Lora 
Klementon  

4 Fiction The Best 
Christmas 
Party Ever! 

HM 

Jacqueline 
Hervieux 

Buttonball 
Lane 

Elementary 

Glastonbury Jennifer 
Rees 

4 Fiction Getting Lost 
in the 

Woods!!! 

HM 

Sheldon Hsiao Talcott 
Mountain 
Academy 

Avon Jennifer 
Orifice 

4 Fiction WritingTopi
a 

HM 

Caroline Klin Buttonball 
Lane 

Elementary 

Glastonbury Jennifer 
Rees 

4 Fiction Science Kit 
Trouble 

HM 

Erin Lacey Naubuc 
Elementary 

School 

Glastonbury Victoria 
Hernandez

-Cafro 

4 Fiction Stuck HM 



2023 Connecticut Writing Project CT Student Writers Contest Winners – Page  12 

Student Name School 
Name 

School 
City/Town 
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Name 

Gr Genre Title of 
Submission 

Award 

Jack Qian Hopwell 
Elementary 

South 
Glastonbury 

Karen 
Petrik 

4 Fiction A Trip From 
Home 

HM 

Samarth 
Swain 

Anna 
Reynolds 

Elementary 
School 

Newington Ms. 
Meredith 
Faenza 

4 Fiction Kindness is 
Golden 

HM 

Tessa 
Mirabello 

Anna 
Reynolds 

Elementary 
School 

Newington  Meredith 
Faenza 

4 Fiction Hope Platinum 

Bethany 
George 

    Sharon 
George 

4 Fiction The Brave 
Llama 

Silver 

Aishwarya 
Maddukuri 

Tashua 
Elementary 

School 

Trumbull Sally 
Kenler 

4 Fiction Sibling 
Trouble 

Silver 

Aubree 
McKinley 

Jefferson 
Elementary 

School 

New Britain Melissa 
Qualls 

4 Fiction Weird 
Events 

Silver 

Emma 
Bradanini 

North 
Stonington 
Elementary 

School 

North 
Stonington 

Jane 
Carriera 
Servidio 

4 Non-
Fiction 

Memories at 
the Wonder 

Stop & 
Shop: A 

Memoir of a 
Young 

Shopper 

HM 

Helana Esch Tootin' 
Hills 

Elementary 

West 
Simsbury 

Amy 
Napierski 

4 Non-
Fiction 

Piercing 
Pain 

HM 
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City/Town 
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Name 

Gr Genre Title of 
Submission 

Award 

Sonia Miller Mansfield 
Elementary 

School - 
Goodwin 
Campus 

Mansfield 
Center  

Charles 
Warinsky 

4 Non-
Fiction 

Auntie Nan 
and Me 

HM 

Skylar Noel Anna 
Reynolds 

Elementary 
School 

Newington Mrs. 
Stephanie 
Dreissen 

4 Non-
Fiction 

Iris the 
Infection 

HM 

Aiden Paul Anna 
Reynolds 

Elementary 
School 

Newington Mrs. 
Dreissen 

4 Non-
Fiction 

Soccer HM 

Alexander 
Gajewski 

Anna 
Reynolds 

Elementary 
School 

Newington Stephanie 
Dreissen 

4 Non-
Fiction 

Waves Platinum 

Elvire Hugon-
Delisle 

Squadron 
Line 

Elementary  

Simsbury Melanie 
Meehan 

4 Non-
Fiction 

CAT Platinum 

Anisa Gabr Tootin' 
Hills 

Elementary 

West 
Simsbury 

Mrs. 
Christine 

Neskie 

4 Non-
Fiction 

Open letter 
to our 

principal - A 
case for 
chewing 

gum 

Silver 

Graycen 
Murphy 

Macdonoug
h 

Elementary  

Middletown John 
Ferrero 

4 Poetry Stray HM 

Sheldon Hsiao Talcott 
Mountain 
Academy 

Avon Jennifer 
Orifice 

4 Poetry Reflecting 
His Words 

Platinum 
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City/Town 
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Name 

Gr Genre Title of 
Submission 

Award 

Ahmed 
Siddiqui 

Talcott 
Mountain 
Academy 

Avon Jennifer 
Orifice 

4 Poetry Fall is 
Beautiful  

Platinum 

Thomas 
Couture 

Tootin' 
Hills 

Elementary 

Simsbury Tousignant  5 Art Whittle 
Gnome  

HM 

Reese 
Crabtree 

Gideon 
Welles 
School 

Glastonbury Bruce 
Berube 

5 Art After the 
Storm 

HM 

Emily 
Echevarria 

Macdonoug
h 

Elementary  

Middletown John 
Ferrero 

5 Art Emily HM 

Lucy Hart Tootin' 
Hills 

Elementary 

West 
Simsbury 

Frank 
Zuliani 

5 Art Golden 
Flame the 
Skywing 

HM 

Isabel Pires Bugbee 
Elementary 

School 

West 
Hartford 

Danielle 
Herbette 

5 Art Abstract 
Candy 

Rainbow 
Lines 

HM 

Valentina 
Santilli 

Buttonball 
Lane 

Elementary 

Glastonbury Ann 
McFee 

5 Art Sunrise HM 

Tharan 
Chimmiri 

Buttonball 
Lane 

Elementary 

Glastonbury Tracy 
Worski 

5 Art Night Lights Platinum 
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City/Town 
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Name 

Gr Genre Title of 
Submission 

Award 

Adele Morgan Tootin' 
Hills 

Elementary 

West 
Simsbury 

Donna 
Leach  

5 Art Watercolor 
Tiger 

Platinum 

Levente Pek Macdonoug
h 

Elementary  

Middletown John 
Ferrero 

5 Art Night  Platinum 

Audrey 
Morris 

Hebron 
Avenue 
School  

Glastonbury Kelley 
Rhoades 

5 Fiction Cindarella 
and Prince 
Charming 

Need a 
Vacation 

Gold 

Julia Barry Wells Road 
Intermediat

e School 

Granby Kristin 
Laflamme 

5 Fiction Warriors HM 

Liliana 
Calciano 

Gideon 
Welles 
School 

Glastonbury   Bruce 
Berube  

5 Fiction Flying 
Home 

HM 

Penelope 
Coursey 

Eli Terry 
Elementary 

School 

South 
Windsor 

Jennifer 
VanGasbec

k 

5 Fiction Hospital Bed HM 

Sylvie Minor Greenwich 
Academy 

Greenwich Dana 
Johansen 

5 Fiction Cinderella 
and the 
Dress 

HM 

Malorie 
Hugon-
Delisle 

Squadron 
Line 

Elementary  

Simsbury Carly 
Williams 

5 Fiction Untold Tall 
Tale 

Platinum 
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City/Town 
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Gr Genre Title of 
Submission 
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Adele Morgan Tootin' 
Hills 

Elementary 

WEST 
SIMBURY 

Frank 
Zuliani 

5 Fiction The Great 
Turkey 
Escape 

Platinum 

Freya Watt Bugbee 
Elementary 

School 

West 
Hartford 

Danielle 
Herbette 

5 Fiction The Tiger 
Closet 

Platinum 

Kiki Davis Greenwich 
Academy 

Greenwich Dana 
Johansen 

5 Fiction Apoca-
Mouse 

Silver 

CJ Fong Latimer 
Lane 

Elementary 
School 

Weatogue Ms. 
Cathleen 
Lohner 

5 Fiction The Life of a 
Praying 
Mantis 

Silver 

Reese Griffin Squadron 
Line 

Elementary  

Simsbury Carly 
Williams 

5 Fiction Real Reality Silver 

Mika Burke Bugbee 
Elementary 

School 

West 
Hartford 

Danielle 
Herbette 

5 Non-
Fiction 

The Day of 
the Fire 

HM 

Elizabeth 
Burns 

Wells Road 
Intermediat

e School 

Granby Kristin 
Laflamme 

5 Non-
Fiction 

Jolly Good 
Jumpers 

HM 

Tyler Hassett Wells Road 
Intermediat

e School 

Granby Kristin 
Laflamme 

5 Non-
Fiction 

Long Nosed 
Monsters 

HM 
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City/Town 
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Name 

Gr Genre Title of 
Submission 

Award 

Andrew Lee Buttonball 
Lane 

Elementary 

Glastonbury Ann 
McFee 

5 Non-
Fiction 

Battle of 
Lexington 

and Concord 

HM 

Abraham Lim Buttonball 
Lane 

Elementary 

Glastonbury Ann 
McFee 

5 Non-
Fiction 

The Battle of 
Saratoga: A 

Revolutionar
y War Tale 

HM 

Adele Morgan Tootin' 
Hills 

Elementary 

WEST 
SIMBURY 

Frank 
Zuliani 

5 Non-
Fiction 

Mission 
Impossible 

HM 

Aria 
Overstrom 

Buttonball 
Lane 

Elementary 

Glastonbury Ann 
McFee 

5 Non-
Fiction 

The Battle of 
Bunker Hill 

HM 

Nava Pei Greenwich 
Academy 

Greenwich Dana 
Johansen 

5 Non-
Fiction 

Summer 
Away From 

Home 

HM 

Adalyn Peters Wells Road 
Intermediat

e School 

Granby Kristin 
Laflamme 

5 Non-
Fiction 

Tree Frog HM 

Gabi Pombo Greenwich 
Academy 

Greenwich Dana 
Johansen 

5 Non-
Fiction 

A New Style 
in Green 

HM 

Valerie 
Richardson-

White 

McAlister 
Intermediat

e School 

Suffield Megan 
Ralston 

5 Non-
Fiction 

Letter to 
Jeanne 

DuPrau 

HM 
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School 
City/Town 

 Teacher 
Name 

Gr Genre Title of 
Submission 

Award 

Eniola 
Shokunbi 

Macdonoug
h 

Elementary  

Middletown John 
Ferrero 

5 Non-
Fiction 

Dr.Martin 
Luther King 

jr 

HM 

John Sonceau Glastonbur
y East 

Hartford 
Magnet 
School 

Glastonbury, 
CT 

Michelle 
Garbart 

5 Non-
Fiction 

Omincade 
Time! 

HM 

Sophia 
Sullivan 

Wells Road 
Intermediat

e School 

Granby Caroline 
Martin 

5 Non-
Fiction 

My First 
Home 

HM 

Colin 
Willcutts 

Bugbee 
Elementary 

School 

West 
Hartford 

Danielle 
Herbette 

5 Non-
Fiction 

Skiing 
Ripcord 

HM 

Tharan 
Chimmiri 

Buttonball 
Lane 

Elementary 

Glastonbury Tracy 
Worski 

5 Non-
Fiction 

The Domain 
of 0's and 1's 

Platinum 

Hollis Koch Greenwich 
Academy 

Greenwich Dana 
Johansen 

5 Non-
Fiction 

The Day My 
Dad Died 

Silver 

Emilie 
Mathieu 

Braeburn 
Elementary 

School 

West 
Hartford 

Danielle 
Herbette 

5 Non-
Fiction 

The Recital Silver 

Shaamir 
Rasheed 

Bugbee 
Elementary 

School 

West 
Hartford 

Danielle 
Herbette 

5 Non-
Fiction 

When My 
Brother Was 

Born 

Silver 
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School 
City/Town 

 Teacher 
Name 

Gr Genre Title of 
Submission 

Award 

Natalie 
Sheehy 

Bugbee 
Elementary 

School 

West 
Hartford 

Danielle 
Herbette 

5 Non-
Fiction 

Zooming in 
Mexico! 

Silver 

Cameron 
Stanciu 

Greenwich 
Academy 

Greenwich Dana 
Johansen 

5 Non-
Fiction 

The Worst 
Year of My 

Life 

Silver 

Tharan 
Chimmiri 

Buttonball 
Lane 

Elementary 

Glastonbury Tracy 
Worski 

5 Poetry Emotions HM 

Campbell 
Corbin 

Greenwich 
Academy 

Greenwich Dana 
Johansen 

5 Poetry Fish in the 
Sea 

HM 

Ellie Jarvis Greenwich 
Academy 

Greenwich Dana 
Johansen 

5 Poetry When 
Everything 

Went Down 
Hill 

HM 

Carolina 
Katigbak 

Gideon 
Welles 
School 

Glastonbury Kinga 
Decsy 

5 Poetry The Sea HM 

Gabrielle 
Shapiro 

Tariffville 
Elementary 

Tariffville Renee 
Weiss 

5 Poetry Where I Am 
From 

HM 

Laura Techar Greenwich 
Academy 

Greenwich Dana 
Johansen 

5 Poetry My Name HM 
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Name 

School 
City/Town 

 Teacher 
Name 

Gr Genre Title of 
Submission 

Award 

Gianna Pena Gideon 
Welles 
School 

Glastonbury Ms Reed 5 Poetry Will They 
Notice 

Platinum 

Laura Techar Greenwich 
Academy 

Greenwich Dana 
Johansen 

5 Poetry Burj Khalifa Platinum 

Freya Watt Bugbee 
Elementary 

School 

West 
Hartford 

Danielle 
Herbette 

5 Poetry Everlasting Platinum 

Emilie 
Mathieu 

Braeburn 
Elementary 

School 

West 
Hartford 

Danielle 
Herbette 

5 Poetry To My Eyes Silver 

Sophie 
Vadasdi 

Greenwich 
Academy 

Greenwich Dana 
Johansen 

5 Poetry Snow 
Falling 

Silver 

Liam Davies Coleytown 
Middle 
School 

Westport Valerie 
Jarret 

6 Art Maverick Platinum 

Eleanor 
Klemann 

Greenwich 
Academy 

Greenwich Maureen 
Corbo 

6 Art Mouse Trap Platinum 

Sara Kulla Memorial 
Middle 
School 

Middlebury Kristy 
Rodriguez-
Wronowski 

6 Art My self 
portrait of 

me! 

Platinum 
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School 
City/Town 

 Teacher 
Name 

Gr Genre Title of 
Submission 

Award 

Abigayle 
Luzietti 

Tariffville 
Elementary 

Simsbury Dan 
Rosenthal-

Baxter 

6 Art Abby Platinum 

Emily Meng Saxe Middle 
School 

New Canaan Debra 
Bennett 

6 Art Golden 
Crowned 
Kinglet 

Platinum 

NAYAN 
VARMA 

Academy of 
Internationa
l Studies 6-

12 

Bloomfield Eleisha 
LeMay 

6 Art The 
towering 
peaks of 
morning 

Platinum 

Julian 
Benmosche 

Coleytown 
Middle 
School 

Westport Valerie 
Jarret 

6 Art A Drop of 
Color (A 

Closer Look 
at What 
Cement 
Actually 

Looks Like!) 

Silver 

Anaya 
Chumpitazi 

Ledyard 
Middle 
School 

Gales Ferry Rebecca 
Snay 

6 Art Making a 
Splash!! 

Silver 

Hannah 
Haron 

Bi-Cultural 
Hebrew 

Academy 

Stamford Laura 
Miller 

6 Art Poppy Silver 

Hannah 
Haron 

Bi-Cultural 
Hebrew 

Academy 

Stamford Laura 
Miller 

6 Art Beautiful 
Ballerina 

Silver 

Sara Kulla Memorial 
Middle 
School 

Middlebury Kristy 
Rodriguez-
Wronowski 

6 Art Self portrait 
of me!  

Silver 



2023 Connecticut Writing Project CT Student Writers Contest Winners – Page  22 

Student Name School 
Name 
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City/Town 

 Teacher 
Name 

Gr Genre Title of 
Submission 

Award 

George 
Lafazanidis 

Latimer 
Lane 

Elementary 
School 

WEATOG
UE 

Mrs. 
Berneike 

6 Art The 
Formula To 

Life 

Silver 

Adalyn Miller Greenwich 
Academy 

Greenwich Maureen 
Corbo 

6 Art Bewilderme
nt 

Silver 

Laney 
Tegnelia 

Coleytown 
Middle 
School 

Westport Valerie 
Jarret 

6 Art Winter 
Wonderland 

Silver 

Olivia 
Connolly 

Joseph A. 
DePaolo 
Middle 
School 

Southington Karin 
Terebessy 

6 Fiction Angel In 
Hell 

Gold 

Jamie Lee West 
Woods 
Upper 

Elementary 
School 

Farmington Taylor 
Vincenzo 

6 Fiction A Small 
Difference 

Gold 

Juliet 
Olmstead 

Tomlinson 
Middle 
School  

Fairfield  Anne Joyce 6 Fiction The Ski 
Weekend 

Gold 

Ainsley Razza Coleytown 
Middle 
School 

Westport  Valerie 
Jarret 

6 Fiction Backstage Gold 

Sophia Wang Gideon 
Welles 
School 

Glastonbury Deborah 
Nelson 

6 Fiction No Clouds to 
be Found 

Gold 
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School 
City/Town 

 Teacher 
Name 

Gr Genre Title of 
Submission 

Award 

Aaron Wilson Timothy 
Edwards 
Middle 
School 

South 
Windsor 

John 
Stinchon 

6 Fiction Minecraft 
Achievement

s! book 1 

Gold 

Kenley Flippo Ledyard 
Middle 
School 

Gales Ferry Rebecca 
Snay 

6 Fiction Babysitting 
for Ghosts  

Platinum 

Alyssa 
Flugrad 

Joseph A. 
DePaolo 
Middle 
School 

Southington  Karin 
Terebessy 

6 Fiction Wishing for 
Wishes 

Platinum 

Ella Killoran Sage Park 
Middle 
School 

Windsor Kim 
McGee 

6 Fiction The Tears of 
a Ghost 

Platinum 

Sanjana 
Rajasekar 

Gideon 
Welles 
School 

Glastonbury Deborah 
Nelson 

6 Fiction Salt and 
Pepper 

Platinum 

Corinne Rich Timothy 
Edwards 
Middle 
School 

South 
Windsor 

John 
Stinchon 

6 Fiction she is Platinum 

Sarah Adler Central 
School 

Simsbury Anna 
Harris 

6 Fiction Spirit Silver 

Amelia 
Glauber 

Coleytown 
Middle 
School  

Westport Valerie 
Jarret 

6 Fiction Four Leaf 
Clover 

Silver 
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School 
City/Town 

 Teacher 
Name 

Gr Genre Title of 
Submission 

Award 

Solenn 
Goldman 

Coleytown 
Middle 
School 

Westport Valerie 
Jarret 

6 Fiction Displaced Silver 

Eliana 
Harrison 

Gideon 
Welles 
School 

Glastonbury Deborah 
Nelson 

6 Fiction Grateful Silver 

Calliope Hine Talcott 
Mountain 
Academy 

Avon M.J. Hartell 6 Fiction Last Piece of 
the Sky 

Silver 

Harleaux 
Lyon 

Coleytown 
Middle 
School 

Westport Valerie 
Jarret 

6 Fiction The 
Storyteller's 

Monster 

Silver 

Nicolas Peach Elmer 
Thienes - 
Mary Hall 

Elementary 
School  

Marlboroug
h 

Jenna 
Julian  

6 Fiction The Warm 
Campfire  

Silver 

Shriya Prem Timothy 
Edwards 
Middle 
School 

South 
Windsor 

John 
Stinchon 

6 Fiction Be Bold Silver 

NAYAN 
VARMA 

Academy of 
Internationa
l Studies 6-

12 

Bloomfield Eleisha 
LeMay 

6 Fiction The Wonder 
Fruit 

Silver 

Jade Lan Coleytown 
Middle 
School 

Westport Valerie 
Jarret 

6 Non-
Fiction 

Pressure Gold 
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School 
City/Town 

 Teacher 
Name 

Gr Genre Title of 
Submission 

Award 

Leandro Pinto Gideon 
Welles 
School 

Glastonbury Elizabeth 
Falcigno 

6 Non-
Fiction 

Leon's 
Ledge 

Gold 

Natalie Stern Greenwich 
Academy 

Greenwich Mrs. Corbo 6 Non-
Fiction 

Zan Zendegi 
Azadi! 

Gold 

Lily Bottner Coleytown 
Middle 
School 

Westport Valerie 
Jarret 

6 Non-
Fiction 

That Day Silver 

Juliet 
Chattaway 

New 
Canaan 
Country 
School 

New Canaan Nika Skvir-
Maliakal 

6 Non-
Fiction 

Roxaboxen Silver 

Emily 
Krupansky 

Ledyard 
Middle 
School 

Gales Ferry Rebecca 
Snay 

6 Non-
Fiction 

Hypnotized 
by 

Moonlight 

Silver 

Cathleen 
Murphy 

Central 
School 

Simsbury Anna 
Harris 

6 Non-
Fiction 

Lucifer's 
Leap 

Silver 

Hannah Ou Coleytown 
Middle 
School 

Westport Valerie 
Jarret 

6 Non-
Fiction 

The 
Invasion of 
European 
Starlings 

Silver 

Sophie 
Hernandez 

Ledyard 
Middle 
School 

Gales Ferry Rebecca 
Snay 

6 Poetry My First 
Cross 

Country 
Race 

Gold 
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School 
City/Town 

 Teacher 
Name 

Gr Genre Title of 
Submission 

Award 

Annabelle 
Hobbs 

Central 
School 

Simsbury Anna 
Harris 

6 Poetry Bittersweet Gold 

Eddy Yedu 
Huang 

Greenwich 
Academy 

Greenwich Maureen 
Corbo 

6 Poetry Beautiful 
Season 

Gold 

Romy Rohr 
Varda 

Greenwich 
Academy 

Greenwich  Maureen 
Corbo 

6 Poetry Witness Gold 

Aaron Palker Bi-Cultural 
Hebrew 

Academy 

Stamford Laura 
Miller 

6 Poetry Ode to my 
Imagination 

Platinum 

Lillian Clark Greenwich 
Academy 

Greenwich Maureen 
Corbo 

6 Poetry Vermount Silver 

Seth 
Kalansuriya 

West 
Woods 
Upper 

Elementary 
School 

Farmington Melanie 
Meehan 

6 Poetry Joy Silver 

Moira Logan Joseph A. 
DePaolo 
Middle 
School 

Southington  Karin 
Terebessy 

6 Poetry Rain Silver 

Vedanth 
Manchala 

Timothy 
Edwards 
Middle 
School 

South 
Windsor 

John 
Stinchon 

6 Poetry Life is 
Amazing 

Silver 
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City/Town 

 Teacher 
Name 

Gr Genre Title of 
Submission 

Award 

Emily Meng Saxe Middle 
School 

New Canaan Dana 
Taylor 

6 Poetry Internal 
Storm 

Silver 

Evie 
Nerenberg 

Bi-Cultural 
Hebrew 

Academy  

Stamford Laura 
Miller 

6 Poetry caramel 
apples 

Silver 

Emma 
O'Brien 

Timothy 
Edwards 
Middle 
School 

South 
Windsor 

Anthony 
Millard 

6 Poetry Nature Silver 

Grace Yi Timothy 
Edwards 
Middle 
School 

South 
Windsor 

John 
Stinchon 

6 Poetry Gray Area Silver 

Disha Gottam Timothy 
Edwards 
Middle 
School 

South 
Windsor 

Mr. 
Stinchon 

7 Art Into the 
Unknown 

HM 

Olivia Childs Greenwich 
Academy 

Greenwich Chelsea 
Cwiklik 

7 Art Colorful 
Gaze 

Platinum 

Mika Martins Ledyard 
Middle 
School 

Gales Ferry Rebecca 
Snay 

7 Art In the City Platinum 

John Chapin Old 
Saybrook 
Middle 
School 

Old 
Saybrook 

Peter 
Smith 

7 Fiction Gold 
Arabian 
Slipper 

HM 
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City/Town 

 Teacher 
Name 

Gr Genre Title of 
Submission 

Award 

Sophie 
Donnelly 

Timothy 
Edwards 
Middle 
School 

South 
Windsor  

John 
Stinchon 

7 Fiction the 
unexpected 

night 

HM 

Felicia Liu Talcott 
Mountain 
Academy 

Avon M.J. Hartell 7 Fiction Dreams in a 
Lifetime 

HM 

Girish Prasad Timothy 
Edwards 
Middle 
School 

South 
Windsor 

John 
Stinchon 

7 Fiction Bird for the 
Country 

HM 

Aiden Susi Old 
Saybrook 
Middle 
School 

Old Old 
Saybrook 

Mr. Smith 7 Fiction Phil Guy 
does taxes 

HM 

Avah 
Terraciano 

Joseph A. 
DePaolo 
Middle 
School 

Southington Karin 
Terebessy 

7 Fiction Mirrors Platinum 

Isabella Chan Timothy 
Edwards 
Middle 
School 

South 
Windsor 

John 
Stinchon 

7 Non-
Fiction 

The Unfair 
Pay Gap 
Between 

Female and 
Male 

Athletes 

HM 

Olivia 
Dallesander 

East 
Granby 
Middle 
School 

East Granby Mrs. Renee 
Klucznik 

7 Non-
Fiction 

The 
Definition of 

Courage 

HM 

Remi Frankel Greenwich 
Academy 

Greenwich Elaine 
Thurman 

7 Non-
Fiction 

A Short 
Story 

HM 
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City/Town 

 Teacher 
Name 

Gr Genre Title of 
Submission 

Award 

Prasheeta 
Mohanty 

Timothy 
Edwards 
Middle 
School 

South 
Windsor 

John 
Stinchon 

7 Non-
Fiction 

Circuses Are 
Not 

Entertaining: 
They Are 
Abusing 

HM 

Girish Prasad Timothy 
Edwards 
Middle 
School 

South 
Windsor 

John 
Stinchon 

7 Non-
Fiction 

Should 
women 

athletes be 
given the 

same salary 
as men 

athletes? 

HM 

Samuel 
Forero 

East 
Granby 
Middle 
School 

East Granby Mrs. Renee 
Klucznik 

7 Non-
Fiction 

Blanquito Platinum 

Emelia 
Attianese 

Granby 
Memorial 

Middle 
School 

Granby Shirley 
Cowles 

7 Poetry Own It HM 

Kaylee Beane Sage Park 
Middle 
School 

Windsor Kim 
McGee 

7 Poetry Courtroom HM 

Suchita 
Bhattacharya 

East 
Granby 
Middle 
School 

East Granby Mrs. Renee 
Klucznik 

7 Poetry Drowning HM 

Gianna Caron East 
Granby 
Middle 
School 

East Granby Mrs. Renee 
Klucznik 

7 Poetry The Rain HM 

Isabella Chan Timothy 
Edwards 
Middle 
School 

South 
Windsor 

John 
Stinchon 

7 Poetry Taking 
Swimming 
One Step at 

a Time 

HM 
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City/Town 

 Teacher 
Name 

Gr Genre Title of 
Submission 

Award 

Nora Clune E.C. Adams 
Middle 
School 

Guilford Phillip Day 7 Poetry This Is Why 
I Thank You  

HM 

Remi Frankel Greenwich 
Academy 

Greenwich Elaine 
Thurman 

7 Poetry What the 
Leash Said 
to the Dog 

HM 

Louie 
Jablonski 

East 
Granby 
Middle 
School 

East Granby Mrs. Renee 
Klucznik 

7 Poetry The Sky's 
Ballet 

HM 

Oliver Lind Talcott 
Mountain 
Academy 

Avon M.J. Hartell 7 Poetry A Shoe HM 

Felicia Liu Talcott 
Mountain 
Academy 

Avon M.J. Hartell 7 Poetry If Animals 
Could Talk 

HM 

Mika Martins Ledyard 
Middle 
School 

Gales Ferry Rebecca 
Snay 

7 Poetry Teenagers HM 

Jackson 
McVeigh 

Ledyard 
Middle 
School 

Gales Ferry Sally 
Davidson 

7 Poetry The Hospital 
Stay 

HM 

Prasheeta 
Mohanty 

Timothy 
Edwards 
Middle 
School 

South 
Windsor 

John 
Stinchon 

7 Poetry The 
Masterpiece 

HM 
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City/Town 

 Teacher 
Name 

Gr Genre Title of 
Submission 

Award 

Cheyenne 
Smith 

East 
Granby 
Middle 
School 

East Granby Mrs. Renee 
Klucznik 

7 Poetry Ode to "She" HM 

Amulya 
Cheemalapati 

Avon 
Middle 
School 

Avon Angelica 
Ariola 

7 Poetry Beyond the 
Night Sky 

Platinum 

Chiamaka 
Chidiadi 

Timothy 
Edwards 
Middle 
School 

South 
Windsor, 

CT 

John 
Stinchon 

7 Poetry Never 
Giving Up 

Platinum 

Carly 
Edmonson 

Groton 
Middle 
School  

Groton Ruth 
Macijauska

s  

7 Poetry His Green 
Uniform  

Platinum 

Maggie Littler Ledyard 
Middle 
School 

Gales Ferry Rebecca 
Snay 

7 Poetry Alive with 
Spring 

Platinum 

Amani 
Akedde-
Bernstein 

East 
Granby 
Middle 
School 

East Granby Mrs. Renee 
Klucznik 

7 Poetry Labels Silver 

Chelsea Chen Greenwich 
Academy 

Greenwich Elaine 
Thurman 

7 Poetry Strength in 
Belief 

Silver 

Maqueda 
Green 

Talcott 
Mountain 
Academy 

Avon M.J. Hartell 7 Poetry The Burden Silver 
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City/Town 
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Name 

Gr Genre Title of 
Submission 

Award 

Girish Prasad Timothy 
Edwards 
Middle 
School 

South 
Windsor 

John 
Stinchon 

7 Poetry I don't 
blame them 

Silver 

Lily Scoggin E.C. Adams 
Middle 
School 

Guilford Phillip Day 7 Poetry Lullaby Silver 

Katie Siebel Greenwich 
Academy 

Greenwich Brent 
Mckinley 

7 Poetry Dear Anti-
Abortion 

Laws 

Silver 

Hannah 
Stevenson 

E.C. Adams 
Middle 
School 

Guilford Phillip Day 7 Poetry A reader's 
goodbye 

Silver 

Helen Trieu Ledyard 
Middle 
School 

Gales Ferry Sally 
Davidson 

7 Poetry I can handle 
it. 

Silver 

Anna Chace Henry 
James 

Memorial 
School 

Simsbury Andrew 
Mullen 

8 Art Missing 
Piece 

HM 

Abby Mitchell Roton 
Middle 
School 

Norwalk Laura 
Czegledi 

8 Art Billie Eilish HM 

Alaina Ryan Talcott 
Mountain 
Academy 

Avon Katie 
Larsen 

8 Art Untitled HM 
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City/Town 

 Teacher 
Name 

Gr Genre Title of 
Submission 

Award 

Rachel 
Chaleski 

Westside 
Middle 
School 

Academy 

Danbury Joseph 
DiGuiseppi 

8 Art Lucas Jade Platinum 

Rhea Doshi Talcott 
Mountain 
Academy 

Avon Katie 
Larsen 

8 Art The Natural-
Born Healer 

Platinum 

Grace Hanzlik Mansfield 
Middle 
School 

Storrs Rochelle 
Marcus 

8 Art The 
Collector 

Platinum 

Alexis Howe Memorial 
Middle 
School 

Middlebury Sarah 
Rivellini 

8 Art Lillies Platinum 

Everett 
Barden 

Elisabeth. 
C. Adams 

Middle 
School 

Guilford Philip Day 8 Art Map of 
Ruothunes 

and 
Surrounding

s 

Silver 

Colleen 
Espinoza 

Westside 
Middle 
School 

Academy 

Danbury Joseph 
DiGuiseppi 

8 Art 1/2 Cat 
Portrait 

Silver 

Erin Fang Timothy 
Edwards 
Middle 
School 

South 
Windsor 

Anthony 
Millard 

8 Art Euphoric 
Sunset 

Silver 

Emily 
McAuliffe 

Roton 
Middle 
School 

Norwalk Laura 
Czegledi 

8 Art The Truth 
Behind Us 

All 

Silver 
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City/Town 
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Name 

Gr Genre Title of 
Submission 

Award 

Katherine 
(Katie) Voka 

Fairfield 
Woods 
Middle 
School 

Fairfield Kathleen 
Narwold 

8 Fiction An 
Intensified 

Representati
on of Social 

Anxiety 

Gold 

Camila 
Arreola 

Roton 
Middle 
School 

Norwalk Laura 
Czegledi 

8 Fiction Best Friend HM 

Lucille Boss Granby 
Memorial 

Middle 
School 

Granby Shirley 
Cowles 

8 Fiction Women in 
Work 

HM 

Sophia Chen Roton 
Middle 
School 

Norwalk Laura 
Czegledi 

8 Fiction Girl of the 
Prairie 

HM 

Rhea Doshi Talcott 
Mountain 
Academy 

Avon M.J. Hartell 8 Fiction The Legend 
of Daiyu and 

Feng 

HM 

Makaya 
France-Bray 

Timothy 
Edwards 
Middle 
School 

South 
Windsor 

John 
Stinchon 

8 Fiction The Father 
Unholy 

HM 

Asim 
Mohamed 

Kasim 

Timothy 
Edwards 
Middle 
School 

South 
Windsor 

Anthony 
Millard 

8 Fiction The Untold 
Story 

HM 

Madeline 
Martin 

    Rochelle 
Marcus 

8 Fiction The 
Shattered 

Apartment 

HM 
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City/Town 
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Name 

Gr Genre Title of 
Submission 

Award 

Anamika 
Martins 

Roger 
Ludlowe 
Middle 
School 

Fairfield Anne Joyce 8 Fiction Finished & 
Darkness 
and Light 

HM 

Karlee 
McLaughlin 

Timothy 
Edwards 
Middle 
School 

South 
Windsor 

Anthony 
Millard 

8 Fiction The Mask HM 

Amelia Mercy Timothy 
Edwards 
Middle 
School 

South 
Windsor 

Anthony 
Millard 

8 Fiction My Little 
Korean 
Sword 

HM 

Ava Parente Timothy 
Edwards 
Middle 
School 

South 
Windsor 

John 
Stinchon 

8 Fiction Lost HM 

Sanjay Rajan Timothy 
Edwards 
Middle 
School 

South 
Windsor 

Anthony 
Millard 

8 Fiction A World 
Beyond The 

Gray 

HM 

Dhanya 
Sanakkayala 

Timothy 
Edwards 
Middle 
School 

6074 Anthony 
Millard 

8 Fiction Eternal 
Darkness 

HM 

Mia Santiago Timothy 
Edwards 
Middle 
school 

South 
Windsor 

Connecticut 

Anthony 
Millard 

8 Fiction Beyond 
Time 

HM 

Levina Carly 
Jerald 

Silvester 

Timothy 
Edwards 
Middle 
School 

South 
Windsor 

John 
Stinchon 

8 Fiction Twisted 
Beginnings 

HM 
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City/Town 

 Teacher 
Name 

Gr Genre Title of 
Submission 

Award 

Keerthana 
Toram 

Timothy 
Edwards 
Middle 
School 

South 
Windsor 

Anthony 
Millard 

8 Fiction Final Love HM 

Claire 
Witinski 

King Philip 
Middle 
School 

West 
Hartford 

Lauren 
Reynolds 

8 Fiction Don't look 
Back 

HM 

Grayson 
Andrews 

E.C. Adams 
Middle 
School 

Guilford Phillip Day 8 Fiction Short Story Platinum 

Naomi 
Gramling 

King Philip 
Middle 
School 

West 
Hartford 

Lauren 
Reynolds 

8 Fiction The 
Beginning of 

the End of 
Times 

Platinum 

Sage 
Schroeder-

Wright 

E.C. Adams 
Middle 
School 

Guilford  Mr. Philip 
Day 

8 Fiction until the 
dancer had 

fallen  

Platinum 

Thomas Kohl DePaolo 
Middle 
School 

Southington Karin 
Terebessy 

8 Fiction A Recurring 
Developmen

t 

Silver 

David Lau Beman 
Middle 
School 

Middletown Stephanie 
Brody 

8 Fiction The Ping 
Pong 

Tournament 

Silver 

Emma Mao Greenwich 
Academy 

Greenwich Brent 
McKinley 

8 Fiction Summertim
e Friendship 

Silver 
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City/Town 
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Gr Genre Title of 
Submission 
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Tanvi Mishra Timothy 
Edwards 
Middle 
School 

South 
Windsor 

Anthony 
Millard 

8 Fiction Returning 
Desires 

Silver 

Aryana Patel Henry 
James 

Memorial 
School 

Simsbury 
CT 

Kelly Reese  8 Fiction Look at Me Silver 

Eshaa Sreeji Timothy 
Edwards 
Middle 
School 

South 
Windsor 

Anthony 
Millard 

8 Fiction A Brave 
Adventure 

Through the 
Gir Forest 

Silver 

Karthik 
Srikumar 

Timothy 
Edwards 
Middle 
School 

South 
Windsor 

John 
Stinchon 

8 Fiction The 
Lighthouse 

Scare 

Silver 

Joann 
Varghese 

Timothy 
Edwards 
Middle 
School 

South 
Windsor, 

CT 

Anthony 
Millard  

8 Fiction The Heist Silver 

Samantha 
Beaulieu 

John 
Wallace 
Middle 
School  

Newington  Christophe
r Klatt  

8 Non-
Fiction 

"Runaways" HM 

Ethan Feng Timothy 
Edwards 
Middle 
School 

South 
Windsor 

Anthony 
Millard 

8 Non-
Fiction 

A Day of a 
Demigods 

HM 

Cecilia 
Heyworth 

Greenwich 
Academy 

Greenwich  Brent 
McKinley 

8 Non-
Fiction 

Laughter HM 
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Shloka Kalluri Timothy 
Edwards 
Middle 
School 

South 
Windsor 

Anthony 
Millard 

8 Non-
Fiction 

A Heroic 
Rebel: 

Daniel Shays 

HM 

Avery Kalter Coleytown 
Middle 
School 

Westport Caitlin 
Grogan 

8 Non-
Fiction 

I'm a Writer HM 

Ryan Murray Memorial 
Middle 
School 

Middlebury Riley 
Bancroft 

8 Non-
Fiction 

Climate 
Change: A 

Global 
Disaster 

HM 

Lily James Adams 
Middle 
School 

Guilford Phillip Day 8 Non-
Fiction 

I Cried Platinum 

Karthik 
Srikumar 

Timothy 
Edwards 
Middle 
School 

South 
Windsor 

Mr. John 
Stinchon 

8 Non-
Fiction 

Rising 
Above the 

Darkness: A 
Path to a 

Brighter and 
Just Future 

Platinum 

Sonya Harvel Mansfield 
Middle 
school 

Storrs, 
Mansfield  

Tara 
AchaneMill

er 

8 Non-
Fiction 

 The Effect 
of 

Repatriation 
on Children  

Silver 

Prasun Modi Timothy 
Edwards 
Middle 
School 

South 
Windsor 

Anthony 
Millard 

8 Non-
Fiction 

The Storm 
of the 

Century 2.0 

Silver 

Savannah 
Castle 

Granby 
Memorial 

Middle 
School 

Granby Shirley 
Cowles 

8 Poetry Dear Diary Gold 



2023 Connecticut Writing Project CT Student Writers Contest Winners – Page  39 

Student Name School 
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School 
City/Town 

 Teacher 
Name 

Gr Genre Title of 
Submission 

Award 

Samantha 
Beaulieu 

John 
Wallace 
Middle 
School  

Newington  Christophe
r Klatt  

8 Poetry Monkey  HM 

Brynn Cartier Mansfield 
Middle 
School 

Storrs Rochelle 
Marcus 

8 Poetry Shoes HM 

Debduti 
Chatterjee 

Timothy 
Edwards 
Middle 
School 

South 
WIndsor 

John 
Stinchon 

8 Poetry World of 
Woe 

HM 

Sophia Chen Roton 
Middle 
School 

Norwalk Laura 
Czegledi 

8 Poetry The Rabbit 
and His 

Horn 

HM 

Roshelle 
Cuevas 

Groton 
Middle 
School  

Groton Ruth 
Macijauska

s  

8 Poetry  Sassy and 
Brassy  

HM 

Emma Dean Ledyard 
Middle 
School 

Gales Ferry Sally 
Davidson 

8 Poetry Rainy Day 
Reading 

HM 

Marlo 
Gabriele 

Memorial 
Middle 
School 

Middlebury Riley 
Bancroft  

8 Poetry The Blue 
Tulip 

HM 

Ella Gan Mansfield 
Middle 
School 

Storrs Tara 
Achane 

8 Poetry From the 
18th Floor 

HM 
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School 
City/Town 

 Teacher 
Name 

Gr Genre Title of 
Submission 

Award 

Avery Kalter Coleytown 
Middle 
School 

Westport Caitlin 
Grogan 

8 Poetry Letter B HM 

Daniel Lau Beman 
Middle 
School 

Middletown Stephanie 
Brody 

8 Poetry Chess and 
Omelets 

HM 

Emma Mao Greenwich 
Academy 

Greenwich Brent 
McKinley 

8 Poetry Human HM 

Amelia Mercy Timothy 
Edwards 
Middle 
School 

South 
Windsor 

Anthony 
Millard 

8 Poetry False Truth HM 

Ryan Murray Memorial 
Middle 
School 

Middlebury Riley 
Bancroft 

8 Poetry Chasing 
Change 

HM 

Maggie Owen Mansfield 
Middle 
School 

Mansfield Tara 
Achane-

Miller 

8 Poetry The Essence 
of Life 

HM 

Aryana Patel Henry 
James 

Memorial 
School 

Simsbury 
CT 

Kelly Reese  8 Poetry Sky 
Reflection 

HM 

Brendan 
Sanborn 

Groton 
Middle 
School  

Groton Ruth 
Macijauska

s  

8 Poetry Burning 
Feeling  

HM 
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City/Town 

 Teacher 
Name 

Gr Genre Title of 
Submission 

Award 

Parker 
Sealfon 

Roger 
Ludlowe 
Middle 
School 

Fairfield Michelle 
Baker 

8 Poetry The Silly 
Thing With 

Grief 

HM 

Kaydence 
Torrealba 

Roton 
Middle 
School 

Norwalk Laura 
Czegledi 

8 Poetry The Book: HM 

Morgan 
Wilcock 

E.C. Adams 
Middle 
School 

Guilford Mr. Philip 
Day 

8 Poetry Life and 
Death 

HM 

Kathryn 
Young 

E.C. Adams 
Middle 
School 

Guilford CT Phillip Day  8 Poetry Loneliness HM 

Aleksander 
Barborak 

Tomlinson 
Middle 
School 

Fairfield Anne Joyce 8 Poetry Screen 
Addiction 

Platinum 

Lily James Adams 
Middle 
School 

Guilford Phillip Day 8 Poetry A Playlist 
Like 

Nostalgia 

Platinum 

Everett 
Barden 

Elisabeth. 
C. Adams 

Middle 
School 

Guilford Philip Day 8 Poetry A Great 
Silver Tree, 
Shining in 
the Dew 

Silver 

Sienna 
Brackney 

Elisabeth. 
C. Adams 

Middle 
School 

Guilford Philip Day 8 Poetry May 24th Silver 
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School 
City/Town 

 Teacher 
Name 

Gr Genre Title of 
Submission 

Award 

Jane Carty Timothy 
Edwards 
Middle 
School 

South 
Windsor 

Anthony 
Millard 

8 Poetry Teenage 
Years 

Silver 

Kayla Gibson Groton 
Middle 
School  

Groton Ruth 
Macijauska

s  

8 Poetry One Chance: 
Many Fits of 

Laughter  

Silver 

Bhavya 
Anvitha 

Jayavarapu 

Timothy 
Edwards 
Middle 
School 

Southwinsor  Anthony 
Millard  

8 Poetry Fork, Spoon, 
or Knife? 

Silver 

Nicole 
Opalenik 

Ledyard 
Middle 
School 

Gales Ferry Sally 
Davidson 

8 Poetry Compassion Silver 

Sofia Shey Tomlinson 
Middle 
School 

Fairfield Diana 
Cicero 

8 Poetry Cages Silver 

Ellie Soares Mansfield 
Middle 
School 

Storrs Rochelle 
Marcus 

8 Poetry Trustworthy  Silver 

Karthik 
Srikumar 

Timothy 
Edwards 
Middle 
School 

South 
WIndsor 

Mr. John 
Stinchon 

8 Poetry Love's 
Endgame 

Silver 

Linda Chen Hamden 
Hall 

Country 
Day School 

Hamden Betty Jia 9 Art Flooded 
Childhood 

Platinum 
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School 
City/Town 

 Teacher 
Name 

Gr Genre Title of 
Submission 

Award 

Adhiti 
Parupalli 

Ellington 
High 

School 

Ellington Mrs. 
Katharyn 

Lanz 

9 Art Thus, Planet 
Earth 

Survives! 

Platinum 

Hiruni 
Witharana 

E.O. Smith 
High 

School 

Storrs, 
Mansfield 

Christine 
Lin 

9 Art The 
Symphony 
of Colors 

Platinum 

Genevieve 
Corricelli 

East 
Granby 

High 
School 

East Granby Julie Nunes 9 Fiction A Time 
Journey 

Platinum 

Iris Hida Rockville 
High 

School  

Vernon  Victoria 
Nordlund  

9 Fiction Drainage  Platinum 

Mars 
Hermanson 

Rockville 
High 

School 

Vernon Victoria 
Nordlund 

9 Fiction Olivia Didn't 
Understand 

Silver 

David Shim Loomis 
Chaffee 

Windsor Petagay 
Rowe 

9 Non-
Fiction 

Golf: The 
Exclusionary 

Game 

HM 

David Shim Loomis 
Chaffee 

Windsor Petagay 
Rowe 

9 Non-
Fiction 

Shutting 
Down 
Animal 

Trafficking 
Trade with 
Technology  

HM 

Sandhya 
Sudarsanam 

Danbury 
High 

School 

Danbury Julianna 
Fusco 

9 Non-
Fiction 

The Power 
of Chess on 
the Brain 

HM 
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School 
City/Town 

 Teacher 
Name 

Gr Genre Title of 
Submission 

Award 

Mia Chen E.O. Smith 
High 

School 

Storrs Denise 
Abercromb

ie 

9 Poetry Falling from 
Cloud Nine 

Platinum 

Linda Chen Hamden 
Hall 

Country 
Day School 

Hamden  Mairead 
Duffy 

9 Poetry 我是谁？ Platinum 

Genevieve 
Corricelli 

East 
Granby 

High 
School 

East Granby Julie Nunes 9 Poetry Reasons 
Why We 

Must Look 
Up 

Platinum 

Iris Hida Rockville 
High 

School  

Vernon Victoria 
Nordlund  

9 Poetry Game of 
Cigarettes  

Platinum 

Eric 
Richmond 

Montville 
High 

School 

Oakdale Susan 
Laurencot 

9 Poetry Your Old 
Bicycle 

Silver 

Hiruni 
Witharana 

E.O. Smith 
High 

School 

Storrs, 
Mansfield 

Christine 
Lin 

9 Poetry Sewn In My 
Soul 

Silver 

Melina 
Velendzas 

Glastonbur
y High 
School 

Glastonbury Ms. Pamela 
Lehman 

10 Art Portrait of 
Laocoon: A 

parent's grief 
after loss of a 

child. 

HM 

Amy Meng New 
Canaan 

High 
School 

New Canaan Mrs. Core 10 Art Chipping 
Sparrow 

Platinum 
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City/Town 

 Teacher 
Name 

Gr Genre Title of 
Submission 

Award 

Sebastian 
Halpern 

Wilbur 
Cross High 

School 

New Haven Mihaela 
Dima 

10 Fiction Fighting in 
the Dark 

HM 

Piper Jones Rockville 
High 

School  

Vernon Victoria 
Nordlund 

10 Fiction It was 
supposed to 
be different 

HM 

Brooklyn 
Bachand 

Rockville 
High 

School 

Vernon Victoria 
Nordlund 

10 Fiction The 
Roadkillers 

Platinum 

Athena 
Lavigne 

Rockville 
High 

School 

Vernon Victoria 
Nordlund 

10 Fiction Alone Platinum 

Smriti Rajan South 
Windsor 

High 
School 

South 
Windsor 

Cara Quinn 10 Fiction The World, 
Unchanged 

Platinum 

Makenzie Fox Rockville 
High 

School 

Vernon Victoria 
Nordlund   

10 Fiction My Red 
Velvet Cake   

Silver 

Melina 
Velendzas 

Glastonbur
y High 
School 

Glastonbury Ms. Linda 
Napoletano 

10 Fiction Seven 
Hundred 

Forty Eight  
Days  

Silver 

Kaitlin 
Grandfield 

Suffield 
High 

School 

West 
Suffield 

Jason 
Efland 

10 Non-
Fiction 

Internet 
Hoaxes and 
children's 
exposure 

HM 
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School 
City/Town 

 Teacher 
Name 

Gr Genre Title of 
Submission 

Award 

Kaitlin 
Grandfield 

Suffield 
High 

School 

West 
Suffield 

Jason 
Efland 

10 Non-
Fiction 

Internet 
Hoaxes and 
children's 
exposure 

HM 

Beatrice 
Marcavitch 

Suffield 
High 

School 

West 
Suffield 

Jason 
Efland 

10 Non-
Fiction 

fat. (a rant) HM 

Kate Qian Glastonbur
y High 
School 

Glastonbury Robert 
Furlong 

10 Non-
Fiction 

STEAM 
Education is 

Being 
Revived in 

Glastonbury 

HM 

marina 
Hunleth 

Suffield 
High 

School 

West 
Suffield 

Mr. Efland  10 Non-
Fiction 

Your Life  Platinum 

Amy Meng New 
Canaan 

High 
School 

New Canaan Robert 
Darken 

10 Non-
Fiction 

An 
Octogenaria
n At Work 

Platinum 

Benjamin 
Potter 

Suffield 
High 

School 

Suffield Jason 
Efland 

10 Non-
Fiction 

My 
Exposure to 
the World 

Silver 

Keila Silva Suffield 
High 

School 

West 
Suffield  

Jason 
Effland  

10 Non-
Fiction 

The Trouble 
with 

Academia\ 
The Trouble 

with 
Education  

Silver 

Mihailee 
Constantopou

los 

Rockville 
High 

School 

Vernon Victoria 
Nordlund 

10 Poetry [Lola] HM 
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School 
City/Town 

 Teacher 
Name 

Gr Genre Title of 
Submission 

Award 

Makenzie Fox Rockville 
High 

School 

Vernon Victoria 
Nordlund   

10 Poetry Foxglove-
[Haibun] 

HM 

Ayden 
Gardner 

Howell 
Cheney 

Technical 
High 

School 

Manchester 
CT 

Lynn 
Leavenwor

th 

10 Poetry "Deafening" HM 

Isabella 
Giammarino 

South 
Windsor 

High 
School 

South 
Windsor 

Cara Quinn 10 Poetry My Mirror's 
Best Friend 

HM 

Athena 
Lavigne 

Rockville 
High 

School 

Vernon Victoria 
Nordlund 

10 Poetry I asked my 
mom for a 

photo of you 
today and 
her eyes 

went wide 

HM 

Ashley Malkin Greenwich 
High 

School 

Greenwich Erik Bloch 10 Poetry Forever HM 

Amy Meng New 
Canaan 

High 
School 

New Canaan Robert 
Darken 

10 Poetry The Chinese 
American 

Dream 

HM 

Katherine 
Morey 

Rockville 
High 

School 

Vernon Victoria 
Nordlund 

10 Poetry Feathers: An 
Abecedarian 

HM 

Maggie 
Nikolis 

Suffield 
High 

School 

Suffield  Jason 
Efland 

10 Poetry I Don't 
Have a Best 

HM 
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City/Town 

 Teacher 
Name 

Gr Genre Title of 
Submission 

Award 

KathyJo 
Percoski 

Suffield 
High 

School 

West 
Suffield 

Jason 
Efland 

10 Poetry Aren't Best 
Friends 

Supposed to 
be Forever?  

HM 

Amber 
Wojenski 

Holy Cross 
High 

School 

Waterbury Sean 
Kienle  

10 Poetry Deception HM 

Keira Zheng Rye 
Country 

Day School 

Rye Andres 
Cerpa 

10 Poetry Still HM 

Breannah 
Zimnoch 

Lyman 
Memorial 

High 
School 

Lebanon Diane Ayer 10 Poetry I can breathe HM 

Seorin Kim Daniel 
Hand High 

School 

Madison Alecia 
Rubino 

10 Poetry September Platinum 

Abigail 
Loescher 

Suffield 
High 

School 

Suffield Jason 
Efland  

10 Poetry In A Mirror 
Of Tears 

Silver 

Samantha 
Ruggieri 

Suffield 
High 

School 

West 
Suffield 

Jason 
Efland 

10 Poetry Dreary Days Silver 

Jenna 
Michaud 

Rockville 
High 

School 

Vernon Victoria 
Nordlund 

11 Art Confessions 
of a dark 

spirt 

HM 
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City/Town 

 Teacher 
Name 

Gr Genre Title of 
Submission 

Award 

Emma Millett Rockville 
High 

School 

Vernon Victoria 
Nordlund 

11 Art Transparent 
Beauty 

HM 

Leo Mahlke New 
Milford 
High 

School 

New Milford Karla 
Bickmore 

11 Art Inspiration Platinum 

Julia Andrews Rockville 
High 

School 

Vernon Victoria 
Nordlund 

11 Fiction Those 15 
Minutes 

HM 

Catherine 
Brinton 

Amity 
Regional 

High 
School 

Woodbridge Allyson 
Weurth 

11 Fiction I am gone HM 

Morgan 
Fischer 

Rockville 
High 

School 

Vernon Victoria 
Nordlund 

11 Fiction Car Doors 
Unlocked in 
a Snowstorm 

HM 

Joey Gorski Rockville 
High 

School 

Vernon Victoria 
Nordlund 

11 Fiction Maxine's 
Tale 

HM 

Gabrielle 
Mckayle 

Rockville 
High 

School 

Vernon Victoria 
Nordlund 

11 Fiction Merry 
Christmas? 

HM 

Ryan Tierney Rockville 
High 

School 

Vernon Victoria 
Nordlund 

11 Fiction For they are 
the Spirits of 

the Devil 

HM 
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City/Town 

 Teacher 
Name 

Gr Genre Title of 
Submission 

Award 

Miles Tolman Rockville 
High 

School 

Vernon Victoria 
Nordlund 

11 Fiction The Myth of 
the 

Leprechaun 

HM 

Noel Justin 
Villepigue 

Weston 
High 

School 

Weston Renate 
Roehl 

11 Fiction Gold Plated 
Cage 

HM 

Oliver ward Rockville 
High 

School 

Vernon Victoria 
Nordlund 

11 Fiction Welcome 
Home 

HM 

Connor 
Cowan 

Fairfield 
Ludlowe 

High 
School 

Fairfield Mr. David 
Nulf 

11 Fiction A Cycle of 
Trouble 

Platinum 

Elizabeth E. 
Dwelly 

Rockville 
High 

School 

Vernon Victoria 
Nordlund 

11 Fiction Revenge is a 
Dish Best 

Served with 
Ribs 

Platinum 

Lauren 
Tedford 

Rockville 
High 

School 

Vernon Victoria 
Nordlund 

11 Fiction The 
Trifolium 

repens that 
lived to be 68 

years old 

Platinum 

James Custer Rockville 
High 

School 

Vernon Victoria 
Nordlund 

11 Fiction Gifts of the 
Garden Well 

Silver 

Adeline 
Filardi 

Guilford 
High 

School 

Guilford Kara Davis 11 Fiction Bethlehem  Silver 
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City/Town 

 Teacher 
Name 

Gr Genre Title of 
Submission 

Award 

Meghan 
Fitzsimonds 

Hall High 
School 

West 
Hartford 

Scott 
Ferguson 

11 Fiction Home? Silver 

Sarah Fortin Amity 
Regional 

High 
School 

Woodbridge Emily 
Clark 

11 Fiction The Broken 
Doll 

Silver 

Aurora Luce Rockville 
High 

School 

Vernon Victoria 
Nordlund 

11 Fiction Ailurophobia  Silver 

Leo Mahlke New 
Milford 
High 

School  

New Milford Karla 
Bickmore 

11 Fiction The Pond Silver 

Emma Millett Rockville 
High 

School 

Vernon Victoria 
Nordlund 

11 Fiction Fate Silver 

Alexandra 
Perez-

Coniglione 

William H. 
Hall High 

School 

West 
Hartford 

Carol 
Blejwas 

11 Fiction Hopeful Hi's Silver 

Alice Xu Amity 
Regional 

High 
School 

Woodbridge Julie 
Chevan 

11 Fiction Forever 
Clouded 

Silver 

Charles 
Birbara 

Hall High 
School 

West 
Hartford 

Carol 
Blejwas 

11 Non-
Fiction 

Thanksgivin
g 

HM 
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School 
City/Town 

 Teacher 
Name 

Gr Genre Title of 
Submission 

Award 

Rakshit Raj 
Bisoi 

Glastonbur
y High 
School 

Glastonbury Timothy 
Sanderson 

11 Non-
Fiction 

Our Home 
May Already 

Be Dead 

HM 

Macey Burns Glastonbur
y High 
School 

Glastonbury Timothy 
Sanderson 

11 Non-
Fiction 

The Real 
Cost of 

Ticketmaster 

HM 

Gwendolyn 
Bye 

Hall High 
School 

West 
Hartford  

Scott 
Ferguson 

11 Non-
Fiction 

Lucky 
Numbers  

HM 

Phoebe 
Chung 

Glastonbur
y High 
School 

Glastonbury Timothy 
Sanderson 

11 Non-
Fiction 

Where Are 
You From? 

HM 

Connor 
Cowan 

Fairfield 
Ludlowe 

High 
School  

Fairfield  Mr. David 
Nulf  

11 Non-
Fiction 

Hill of 
Healing 

HM 

Emma 
Elmore 

Hall High 
School 

West 
Harford 

Carol 
Blejaws 

11 Non-
Fiction 

A Mother 
and Her 

Daughter 

HM 

Leif Ennis William H. 
Hall High 

School 

West 
Hartford 

Mr. 
Ferguson  

11 Non-
Fiction 

Deadlines HM 

Joelson 
Krulewitz 

Hall High 
School 

West 
Hartford 

Scott 
Ferguson 

11 Non-
Fiction 

My Recent 
Hobby 

HM 



2023 Connecticut Writing Project CT Student Writers Contest Winners – Page  53 

Student Name School 
Name 
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City/Town 

 Teacher 
Name 

Gr Genre Title of 
Submission 

Award 

Krish Parimi Fairfield 
Ludlowe 

High 
School 

Fairfield David Nulf 11 Non-
Fiction 

Technology: 
A Double-

Edged 
Sword 

HM 

Adiyella 
Ramirez 

Rockville 
High 

School 

Vernon Victoria 
Nordlund 

11 Non-
Fiction 

Middle 
Child- One 

Act Play 

HM 

Braden Simon Glastonbur
y High 
School 

Glastonbury Timothy 
Sanderson 

11 Non-
Fiction 

Still Water HM 

Dhruv 
Suryadevara 

Kingswood 
Oxford 
School 

West 
Hartford 

William 
Martino 

11 Non-
Fiction 

My 
Experiences 
with Media: 

Why We 
Need 

Change 

HM 

Amoge 
Uwaoma 

South 
Windsor 

High 
School  

South 
Windsor 

Amanda 
Flachsbart  

11 Non-
Fiction 

Beware of 
Poison Ivy: 

The 
Rampant 

Battle 
Against 
Climate 
Change 

Caused By 
Major 

Businesses  

HM 

Zain Farooq South 
Windsor 

High 
School  

South 
Windsor 

Amanda 
Flachsbart 

11 Non-
Fiction 

How the 
Emergence 

of Pro 
LGBTQ+ 
Music is 

Effectively 
Fostering 
Empathy 

Platinum 

McKena 
Clemons 

Rockville 
High 

School  

Vernon Victoria 
Nordlund  

11 Non-
Fiction 

When You 
Give a Girl a 
Wheelchair  

Silver 
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School 
City/Town 

 Teacher 
Name 

Gr Genre Title of 
Submission 

Award 

Anusha 
Ivaturi 

South 
Windsor 

High 
School  

South 
Windsor 

Amanda 
Flachsbart 

11 Non-
Fiction 

Language: A 
Barrier, 

Bridge or 
Both? 

Silver 

Melody Kettle Killingly 
High 

School 

Dayville  Julie 
Gutierrez 

11 Non-
Fiction 

An 
Untrustwort

hy Nature  

Silver 

Nora 
Kingwell 

Hall High 
School 

West 
Hartford 

Carol 
Blejwas 

11 Non-
Fiction 

Towards the 
Finish Line 

Silver 

David Lu William H. 
Hall High 

School 

West 
Hartford 

Erik 
Bergvik 

11 Non-
Fiction 

Fresh off the 
UFO 

Silver 

Melissa Rizzo New 
Canaan 

High 
School 

New Canaan Maggie 
Hamill 

11 Non-
Fiction 

A Field of 
Grass 

Silver 

Yifan Wei Farmington 
High 

School 

Farmington Lauren 
Luciani 

11 Non-
Fiction 

A Beacon in 
the Dark 

Silver 

Karina Bruno Glastonbur
y High 
School 

Glastonbury Michelle 
DiMeo 

11 Poetry Polish HM 

McKena 
Clemons 

Rockville 
High 

School  

Vernon Victoria 
Nordlund  

11 Poetry Negative 
Nostalgia 

HM 
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City/Town 

 Teacher 
Name 

Gr Genre Title of 
Submission 

Award 

Erin 
Grossmann 

Lyman 
Memorial 

High 
School 

Lebanon Diane Ayer 11 Poetry I'm Alone, 
But not 
Really 

HM 

Leo Mahlke New 
Milford 
High 

School 

New Milford Karla 
Bickmore 

11 Poetry Grandma's 
Birds 

HM 

Jenna 
Michaud 

Rockville 
High 

School 

Vernon Victoria 
Nordlund 

11 Poetry Disconnectio
n 

HM 

Emaan Raza Rockville 
High 

School 

Vernon Victoria 
Nordlund 

11 Poetry Strands  HM 

Priya Sinha William H. 
Hall High 

School 

West 
Hartford 

Scott 
Ferguson 

11 Poetry When the 
World 

Stopped 

HM 

Taina Tolson CREC 
Greater 

Hartford 
Academy of 

the Arts 
Full Day 

Hartford Kathleen 
Hastings 

Butler 

11 Poetry The Price of 
My Life 

HM 

Taina Tolson CREC 
Greater 

Hartford 
Academy of 

the Arts 
Full Day 

Hartford Kathleen 
Hastings 

Butler 

11 Poetry The Price of 
My Life 

HM 

Ginny Tucker Simsbury 
High 

School 

Simsbury Emily 
Drago 

11 Poetry The 
BlackTruck 

HM 
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City/Town 
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Name 

Gr Genre Title of 
Submission 

Award 

Minzhi (Yoyo) 
Zhang 

Choate 
Rosemary 

Hall 

Wallingford Cahaley 
Markman 

11 Poetry A-na HM 

Grace Dehnel Rockville 
High 

School 

Vernon Victoria 
Nordlund 

11 Poetry Air Platinum 

Adeline 
Filardi 

Guilford 
High 

School 

Guilford Kara Davis 11 Poetry Those Kids Platinum 

Abigail 
Aggarwala 

Rockville 
High 

School  

Vernon Victoria 
Nordlund 

11 Poetry Seven Silver 

Natalie 
Crowley 

Rockville 
High 

School 

Vernon Victoria 
Nordlund 

11 Poetry Maybe it's 
the 

Maybelline 

Silver 

Amelia 
Dykstra 

Rockville 
High 

School  

Vernon Victoria 
Nordlund  

11 Poetry Dahlias Will 
Not Survive 

The First 
Frost  

Silver 

Morgan 
Fischer 

Rockville 
High 

School 

Vernon Victoria 
Nordlund 

11 Poetry cut, shape, 
flip 

Silver 

Grayson King Glastonbur
y High 
School  

Glastonbury Michelle 
DiMeo 

11 Poetry Mea Cygnus Silver 
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Lauren 
Tedford 

Rockville 
High 

School 

Vernon Victoria 
Nordlund 

11 Poetry Garden of 
Flowers 

Silver 

Kaylen  Rockville 
High 

School 

Vernon Victoria 
Nordlund 

11 Poetry Obituary of a 
Living 
Person 

Silver 

Arianna 
Martinez 

Danbury 
High 

School 

Danbury Leslie 
Mroczek 

12 Art Grandmothe
r in Spring 

HM 

Olivia Lizotte Suffield 
High 

School 

West 
Suffield 

Jason 
Efland 

12 Art Teddy Mix Platinum 

Kyle 
Schambach 

Rockville 
High 

School 

Vernon  Victoria 
Nordlund 

12 Art Parts For 
Sale 

Platinum 

Charlotte 
Monty 

The 
Morgan 
School 

Clinton Leslie 
Chausse 

12 Art Valley Home Silver 

Kristine 
Johnson 

Stafford 
High 

School 

Stafford 
Springs 

Caitlin 
Donahue 

12 Fiction Allowed to 
be Angry 

HM 

Morgan 
Manning 

Lyman 
Memorial 

High 
School 

Lebanon Diane Ayer 12 Fiction Revenge 
Smells Like 

Flowers 

HM 
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Ella McCoy Wamogo 
Regional 

High 
School 

Litchfield Carly 
Tutolo 

12 Fiction Facing the 
Storm  

HM 

Elisabeth 
Oslovich 

Rockville 
High 

School 

Vernon  Victoria 
Nordlund 

12 Fiction Quinn's 
Perfect Pot 

HM 

Haylee Reyes Wamogo 
Regional 

High 
School 

Litchfield Carly 
Tutolo 

12 Fiction Tangent HM 

Emma Ryan Wamogo 
Regional 

High 
School 

Litchfield Carly 
Tutolo 

12 Fiction Messaging HM 

Jake 
Thompson 

Wamogo 
Regional 

High 
School 

Litchfield Carly 
Tutolo 

12 Fiction One second 
on. One 

second off.  

HM 

Jesslyn Wei New 
Canaan 

High 
School 

New Canaan Matthew 
Quinn 

12 Fiction Through 
Thick and 

Thin 

HM 

Natalie 
Woodruff 

Wamogo 
Regional 

High 
School 

Litchfield  Carly 
Tutolo  

12 Fiction Celestial  HM 

Jillian Zoffoli Wamogo 
Regional 

High 
School 

Litchfield Carly 
Tutolo 

12 Fiction The City of 
Love 

HM 
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Caitlin 
Chatterton 

Rockville 
High 

School 

Vernon Victoria 
Nordlund 

12 Fiction Never Again Platinum 

Clarissa 
Halpryn 

Rockville 
High 

School 

Vernon Victoria 
Nordlund 

12 Fiction Pearls Platinum 

Kaitlin 
Soucier 

Rockville 
High 

School 

Vernon Victoria 
Nordlund  

12 Fiction Gravedigger Platinum 

Jaylee Zeigler Wamogo 
Regional 

High 
School 

Litchfield Carly 
Tutulo 

12 Fiction Anything for 
My Little 

Girl 

Platinum 

JC Castro Rockville 
High 

School 

Vernon Victoria 
Nordlund  

12 Fiction Two Weeks 
Have passed 

and it 
happened 

again 

Silver 

Abigail 
Lawrence 

Wamogo 
Regional 

High 
School 

Litchfield Carly 
Tutolo 

12 Fiction A Day in the 
woods 

Silver 

Cierra 
Martinotti 

Wamogo 
Regional 

High 
School 

Litchfield Carly 
Tutolo  

12 Fiction Echo Of 
Peace  

Silver 

Madison 
Stevens 

Wamogo 
Regional 

High 
School 

Litchfield Carly 
Tutolo 

12 Fiction The Lullaby Silver 
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Jerelis 
DeLeon 

Rockville 
High 

School 

Vernon Victoria 
Nordlund 

12 Non-
Fiction 

Define: 
Yourself 

HM 

Aniket 
Martins 

Fairfield 
Ludlowe 

High 
School 

Fairfield, 
CT 

Sararh 
McCarthy 

12 Non-
Fiction 

Transcenden
ce in 

Literature: 
Examining 

Stories 
Across 

Humanity  

HM 

Alexis Mosher Wamogo 
Regional 

High 
School 

Litchfield Carly 
Tutolo 

12 Non-
Fiction 

Not all sports 
are played 
with a ball 

HM 

Faith Scott Greater 
Hartford 

Academy of 
the Arts 

Hartford  Dr. James 
Shivers 

12 Non-
Fiction 

Glamour 
Effects on 
Teen Body 
Positivity  

HM 

Clarissa 
Halpryn 

Rockville 
High 

School 

Vernon Victoria 
Nordlund 

12 Non-
Fiction 

Hope Is The 
Thing With 

Feathers 

Platinum 

Sydney Ann 
Archambault 

Wamogo 
Regional 

High 
School 

Litchfield 
CT 

Carly 
Tutolo 

12 Non-
Fiction 

A Lovely 
Little Lie 

Silver 

Julia Ayala Greater 
Hartford 

Academy of 
the Arts  

Hartford Dr.James 
Shivers  

12 Non-
Fiction 

What is 
Fashion?  

Silver 

Emily 
Bernards 

Wamogo 
Regional 

High 
School 

Litchfield Carly 
Tutolo 

12 Non-
Fiction 

Giving 
Credit 
Where 

Credit is 
Due Will 
Save the 
World 

Silver 
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Jonah 
Chudzik 

RHAM 
High 

School 

Hebron Victoria 
Nordlund 

12 Non-
Fiction 

Numbed Up Silver 

Elisabeth 
Leifert 

Wamogo 
Regional 

High 
School 

Litchfield Carly 
Tutulo 

12 Non-
Fiction 

Taylor Swift, 
More Than 
Any Other 

Artist, is 
Deeply In 

Touch with 
her Own 

Fans 

Silver 

Madeline 
Lewis 

Greater 
Hartford 

Academy of 
the Arts 

Hartford Dr. James 
Shivers 

12 Non-
Fiction 

Dispatch 
From The 

Front Lines 
Or: T 

Silver 

Charlotte 
Monty 

The 
Morgan 
School 

Clinton Leslie 
Chausse 

12 Non-
Fiction 

The Sea of 
Fabric 

Silver 

Caitlin 
Chatterton 

Rockville 
High 

School 

Vernon Victoria 
Nordlund 

12 Poetry killed in 
america 

HM 

Mikayla 
Leskey 

Rockville 
High 

School 

Vernon Victoria 
Nordlund 

12 Poetry Stain HM 

Nathaniel 
Nofsinger 

Notre 
Dame High 

School 

West Haven Lucy 
Abbott 

12 Poetry Jet Lag HM 

Kayla Roy Three 
Rivers 
Middle 
College 
Magnet 

High 
School 

Norwich Christophe
r Delucia 

12 Poetry I Am A 
Woman 

HM 
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Rhyleigh 
Russell 

Lyme-Old 
Lyme High 

School 

Old Lyme Elizabeth 
Cleveland 

12 Poetry bride HM 

Jesslyn Wei New 
Canaan 

High 
School 

New Canaan Matthew 
Quinn 

12 Poetry The Art of 
Folding 

HM 

Brenna 
Schnitzke 

Rockville 
High 

School 

Vernon  Victoria 
Nordlund  

12 Poetry Wintering  Platinum 

Madalyn 
Behrmann 

Rockville 
High 

School 

Vernon Victoria 
Nordlund 

12 Poetry Long Walks 
on the Beach 

Silver 

Jonah 
Chudzik 

RHAM 
High 

School 

Hebron Victoria 
Nordlund 

12 Poetry No Place Silver 

Piper Mecca Rockville 
High 

School 

Vernon Victoria 
Nordlund 

12 Poetry Night Light Silver 

Elisabeth 
Oslovich 

Rockville 
High 

School 

Vernon Victoria 
Nordlund 

12 Poetry Big Brothers, 
Backyards, 

and Baseball 

Silver 

Shruti 
Subramaniam 

Glastonbur
y High 
School  

South 
Glastonbury 

Mrs. 
Michelle 
Dimeo 

12 Poetry Mother Silver 
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Anaya Tolton Rockville 
High 

School 

Vernon Victoria 
Nordlund 

12 Poetry Today is a 
horrible day 

to own a 
uterus and 
here’s why 

Silver 

 


